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ALBANIA – KOSOVO - MACEDONIA 
THE BALKAN GEMS TOUR 
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ALBANIA – Albania lies in the Southeastern portion of the Balkan Peninsula bordered by Montenegro on the northwest, Kosovo to 
the northeast, the Republic of Macedonia to the east and Greece to the south and southeast. Most of the country is mountainous, 
including the Albanian Alps, the Korab, the Ceraunian and the Skanderbeg Mountains. The Albanian Riviera lies on the Adriatic Sea 
and the Ionian Sea. The Albanian Alps, its mountainous landscape with multiple contrasts, traversed by river alleys with crystal waters, 
gorges and mountain saddles and with a rich biodiversity attracts both domestic and foreign tourists from all over the World. The 
Gashi River and Raice were both declared by UNESCO as World Heritage Site and Nature Reserve. They are fascinating each visitor 
by their original landscapes with less human impact. The term Albania is medieval and may be derived from Albanët, but nowadays 
the Albanians call their country Shqipëri or Shqipëria which means “Land of the Eagles” and also “Children of the Eagles”. The tourism here 
has been a key element to the country’s economic activity constantly developing. Albania is rich in Architecture which reflects the fingerprint 
of each civilizations from the antiquity to nowadays.We shall see during our trip many historical and sacred buildings representing the 
different religions in the country. The country features beaches, mountainous landscapes, bays, caves, cliffs, capes and lagoons, sunny 
Albanian Adriatic and Ionian Sea Coasts, delicious traditional cuisine, archeological artifacts, unique traditions and very nice hospitality, low 
prices and the wild peculiar atmophere of the countryside is attracting the visitors which are coming all over the year to Albania. 

 

KOSOVO – Europe’s newest independent state and the final chapter in the dissolution of the Yugoslav Federation. Kosovo offers 

its visitors the possibility to feel part of its development in its changing environment. The natural values of Kosovo represent quality 

tourism resources. The description of Kosovo's potential in tourism is closely related to its geographical location, in the center of 

the Balkan Peninsula in Southeastern Europe. Kosovo represents a crossroad which historically date back to the Paleolithic Times. 

The country serves as a link in the connection between Central and Southern Europe, the Adriatic Sea and Black Sea. The 

mountainous west and southeast of Kosovo has a great potential for winter tourism. Skiing takes place at the winter resort of 

Brezovica within the Shar Mountains. The country is generally rich in various topographical features including high mountains, 

lakes, canyons, steep rock formations and rivers. Brezovica, with the close proximity to the Pristina Airport and Skopje Airport, the 

resort is a possible destination for International tourists and has the great potential to become the most desired winter tourism in the 

Balkans. Other major attractions include the modern Capital City, Pristina, the historical cities of Prizren, Peja and Gjakova including 

Ferizaj and Gjilan. During our trip we will have the opportunity to see antique architecture of Churches, Monasteries, Mosques and 

buildings in the big cities. 
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MACEDONIA –  Македонија or Makedonija, is officially the Republic of Macedonia, is a country in the Balkan Peninsula in Southeast 
Europe. One of the seven countries forming ex- Yugoslavia from which it declared Independence on 1991. Macedonia is a landlocked 
country, has borders with Kosovo, Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece and Albania. Geographically Macedonia is defined by mountains, valleys and 
rivers. The Capital and largest City is Skopje, which is the country’s political, cultural, economic and the academic Center. The majority of 
the country are ethnic Macedonians, South Slavic people that arrived on the 6th Century. Albanian form a significant minority, followed by 

Turks, Romani, Serbs and other. We shall visit Ohrid Macedonia's most seductive destination, with an atmospheric old quarter cascading 
down a graceful hill, crammed full of beautiful churches and topped by the bones of a medieval castle. Its cobbled streets are flanked 
by traditional restaurants and lakeside cafes, its beautiful and peaceful Lake Ohrid. 

 
 

Traveling through the countries of Albania, Kosovo and Macedonia you will enjoy beautiful landscape, beautiful cities, good  cuisine. 

 Tirana – sightseeing tour 

 Skanderbeg Square  

 The Clock Tower 

 Et’hem Bey Mosque 

 Saint Paul Catholic Cathedral 

 The National Historic Museum 

 The Pyramid 

 The Block – Blloku 

 The Bush Street and National Art Gallery 
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 Mother Theresa Square 

 The Resurrection of Christ Orthodox Cathedral 

 The Temple at Shengjin Fountain 

  

 Krujë  

  

 Koman Lake and Hydroelectric Reserve (Kosovo) 

  

 Sail on the Koman Lake 

  

 Gjakova   

  

 The Islamic Mystic Center – Bekteš 

  

 Prishtina  

  

 Peja 

  

 Prizren 

  

 Ohrid (Macedonia) 
  

 Saint Naum 

  

 ElBasan Castle (Albania) 

  

 Tirana 
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Tel-Aviv – Tirana   

We shall meat at BGN Airport to check in for Albania. After landing on Mother 

Theresa, the International Airport of Tirana, we will start our sightseeing tour. 

Driving along the city, showing the colourful buildings that became the landmark of 

the Capital City among the Official monuments. Tirana date back to Roman time, 

in our tour we shall see Churches founded on ancient Roman house from the 3rd 

century, the treasures this special city has to offer to the visitors, such as the 

Temple at Shengjin Fountain, the Toptan Castle, the Pyramid, the modern 

Park on the Artificial Lake and four other parks which are part of the new urban 

plan striving to increase the green spaces in the Capital. Tirana such as the 

countries around in the Balkan was ruled by the Ottomans, we will see their 

fingerprint left on Ottoman’s architecture, the large Skanderbeg Square, which is 

the main square leading to quite each part of the city and the Cultural buildings 

and Monuments. 

End of the day we will drive to hotel for dinner and overnight in Tirana. 
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 Tirana - Krujë – Tirana  

After breakfast we will travel to see Kruje outside the capital. The town of Krujë is 

famous for being the stronghold of Albanian National hero Gjergi Kastrioti 

Skanderbeg during his resistance against the Ottomans in the 15th century. 

Today, an old castle remains with a few good museums inside, but the most 

entertaining activity is the Old bazaar just down the hill, there we will find some 

souvenirs. We will make a break for lunch in one of the restaurants tasting the 

true Albanian cuisine. On our way-back we will stop at one of the Parks and 

continue to our hotel. 

After dinner at our hotel we shall take the opportunity to visit the city by night 

(option) 

End of excursion, drive to hotel for dinner and overnight at Tirana 
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Tirana – Koman Lake – Gjakova (Kosovo) 

After breakfast we will leave Tirana and drive over to Koman lake. The Lake 

Koman was formed as a result of the construction of the Koman Hydroelectric 

Power Station on 1985. Almost 95% of the country’s electricity consumption 

comes from Hydroelectrical stations and ranks and makes Albania the 7th in the 

World. We will see that in the Lake are installed 3 power plants which produce 

about 70% of Albania electric needs. In 2009 the Company Enel announced 

plans to build an 800 MW Coal-Fired Power Plant in the country to diversify 

electricity sources.  

In order to enjoy the scenery, we will sail for couple of hours on the lake, we will 

meet our driver on the other edge of the lake, from there we shall continue to 

Kosovo, to the town of Gjakova. Gjakova is one of the mostly conserved 

Ottomans towns, it’s bazaar and the most attractive is the Jewish community or 

better say the Islamic community that believe in Shabtai Zvi from the 17th 

Century. We will pay a visit to one of the Islamic Mystic Centers named Bekteš. 

End of day, drive for dinner and overnight to hotel at Gjakova 
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 Gjakova – Prishtina – Peja – Gjakova 

This morning after breakfast we will travel over to Priština, Kosovo’s Capital City. 
We will make walking tour through the city, visit the Emin Gjiku Ethnographic 
Museum which displays a large collection of traditional Albanian assets. Pristina is 
the largest City in Kosovo and the administrative center. From here we continue to 
Peja our next target. The City is known as “City of Tourism”, it sits at the mouth of 
the Rugova Gorge and closed to the National Park. The Monastery in Peja is a 
complex of churches, is on the UNESCO World Heritage Sites for it history and 
frescoes. 
From here we will return back-to Gjakova maybe the most authentic town in 
Kosovo, we will visit the Grand Bazaar, Hadumi Mosque and the Tekke 
Complex. If it will possible we shall visit the Mullah Isufi Mosque . After free time 
we will return to our hotel.  
 
End of excursion, drive to hotel for dinner overnight at Gjakova.  
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 Gjakova – Prizren – Ohrid 

Today we are leaving Kosovo but first we shall travel to Prizren, the 

second Capital City, it has been of great importance during the Albanian 

National Awakening Movement of the 19th Century. We will visit the Sinan 

Pasha’s Mosque, the beautiful Orthodox Church and walk along the City 

Center. Prizren is known for the beautiful and preserved monuments and 

buildings, specially the religious buildings presenting the eclectic 

architecture. During the Ottoman Empire rule Prizren was the most 

important Center of Kosovo Vilayet. After breaktime for leisure we will 

continue to our next target of the day, Ohrid in Macedonia. 

Ohrid is a picturesque town, the Old town lies on the edge of the lake. 

Aside from the lake, Ohrid is most famous for its ancient churches, Basilica, and 

monasteries where Saints Kliment and Naum with the help of the Bulgarian king 

Boris I (students of Cyril and Methodius) wrote their teachings and formulated the 

Cyrillic alphabet used in the Republic of Macedonia, as well as neighboring 

countries Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro and as far as Russia, and many of the 

countries of the former Soviet Union. We will visit the wonderful ancient walled 

fortress at the top of the city and have the best panorama of the city. 

End of excursion, we will drive to our hotel for dinner and overnight at Ohrid. 
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 Ohrid – Saint Naum - Ohrid 

Today we will wake up to a beautiful panoramic scenery, the lake of Ohrid. Ohrid, 

a town of vast history and heritage, was made a UNESCO heritage site in 1980. 

Nestled between high mountains up to 2,100 m and Lake Ohrid, it is not only a place 

of historic significance but also of outstanding natural beauty. Ohrid is the jewel in 

Macedonia's crown. Today we will visit some of the Gems of the City starting from the 

Old Town Fortifications, crowned with King Samoil Fortress, the Lower Gare, the 

Upper Gate, the Front Gate near St. Bogorodica Celnica Church, we will have the 

opportunity to see the Ohrid Traditional Architecture along “Car Samoil” and 

“Ilindenska” streets. Robevci & Uranija houses are good examples. After a break we 

will proceed to Saint Naum Monastery, one of the most beautiful monasteries in 

Macedonia and an important pilgrimage place. Breathtaking setting on a plateau over 

Ohrid Lake and Galičica mountain towering from behind. It was founded in the 910 by 

St. Naum, but the present-day church was built in the 16th c. Of the original church 

only remains the side chapel with the grave of St. Naum that still stands. The 

frescoes were painted in 1806 (the side chapel frescoes depict the life and miracles 

of St. Naum); in the first chamber of the church look for the fresco of Saint Cyril and 

Methodius and their students including St.Klement and St. Naum. 

End of excursion, we will drive to our hotel for dinner and overnight in Ohrid. 
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  Ohrid – Elbasan (Albania ) – Tirana 

Today we leave Macedonia and drive over Albania. We will stop at the Ottoman 
Castle of Elbassan. During the Roman Empire the city was considered to be 
Mario Scampa. It was an important fortress due to its trading post found on the 
trading cross roads. Elbasan surrounding Walls ere constructed in the Ottoman 
period. During that time it was named El Bassan. Sultan Mohammed the second 
rebuilt the Walls and the Castles. It became a landmark among the St. Mary’s 
Orthodox Church, the Turkish Baths that are well preserved. From here we will 
continue through the Tunnel to reach Tirana where we started our trip.  

End of excursion, we will reach our hotel for dinner and overnight in Tirana. 

  

 

 

 Tirana – Tel Aviv  

After breakfast we shall make a short tour in Tirana to see other places we 

haven’t done before, all depends of course of the flight schedule. We will have 

leisure time for shopping and exploring the city. 

End of the Trip we will drive to the International Airport Maria Theresa of Tirana to 

take the flight back home. Thank you for visiting the picturesque Gems of the 

Balkan. Have safe flight home!  
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